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ABOUT

Newspeakis a display typeface based upon Soviet architectural forms from the Stalinist period
(spanning the 1930s—'50s). Stalinist architecture is now considered unsightly and without
aesthetic merit, yetit has a strange beauty, hinting at an unrealised utopia (whileits function was
tobuttressabrutaldictatorship). Inspiration was also drawn from the Cyrillic alphabet which, to
kids growing up in Western Europe in the '7os and '8os, was a cipher for an alternative way of living
- Cyrillic letterforms represented the exotic, familiarity-twice-removed universe of Eastern Bloc
states. Whenyou visited acommunist country you were confronted with unfamiliartypography
thatreinforced yoursense of alienation and unease thatthere existed areal, ifimperfect, working
alternative to consumerism.

The name Newspeak comes from the fictional language in George Orwell’s novel Nineteen
Eighty-Four. Newspeakis a controlled language, with a heavily-reduced dictionary, used by the
totalitarian state Oceaniato limit freedom of thought, and to prevent citizens from straying from
approved ideology: If words do not exist to describe a concept, then that concept cannot be
imagined. Newspeakrepresses concepts that pose any threat to the regime such as freedom,
self-expression, individuality and peace. The name was chosen as an acknowledgement of how
typography, as arepresentation of language, can communicate the subtle nuances of thought.

The poster published to accompany the typeface release featured a picture of former
British Prime Minister, Tony Blair. There remains an obvious connection between the language
of Newspeakand the way that Blair's reimagined UK Labour party (dubbed 'New Labour’)
manipulated the media to a degree never seen previously and changed the way that all British
political partiesinteracted with the media and the general public. New Labour'siron gripon
language and image exerted control over the perception of Tony Blair and also to present neoliberal
policiesas socialdemocracy.

SUPPORTED
LANGUAGES

Afar/Afrikaans/Albanian /Basque/Bosnian/Breton/Catalan/CrimeanTatar (Latin) / Croatian/
Czech /Danish /Dutch/English /Esperanto/Estonian/Faroese /Finnish /French /Frisian/Friulian /
German/Greenlandic /Hawaiian /Hungarian/Icelandic /Indonesian/Interlingua/Irish Gaelic/
Italian / Karelian / Kirundi/Kurdish (Latin) / Ladin / Latvian / Lithuanian / Luxemburgish / Malagasy /
Malay / Maltese /MaoriNorn /Norwegian (Bokmal) / Norwegian (Nynorsk) / Occitan / Palauan/
Polish / Portuguese / Rhaeto-Romance /Romani/Romanian/Sango /Sami(Northern) / Scottish
Gaelic/Serbian (Latin) / Shona/ Slovak/ Slovene / Sorbian / Spanish / Swahili / Swati / Swedish /
Tagalog (Filipino) / Tahitian / Tokelauan / Tsonga / Turkish /Umbundu / Veps / Welsh / Wolof / Zulu

UNICODE RANGES

Complete: Basic Latin / Latin-1Supplement/Latin Extended-A
Parts of: Mathematical Operators / Latin Extended-B/ Latin Extended Additional/
Spacing Modifier Letters / General Punctuation /Currency Symbols / Letterlike Symbols

WEB FONT FEATURES

frac/liga/salt/sso1

CREDITS Designed by Jonathan Barnbrook
First publishedin1997
Revised and expanded character set published in 2016
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