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consistent visual appearance
font and typeface
with digital scalable outline fonts this distinction

designed with stylistic unity

Desktop Publishing
include roman, bold, and italic fonts

Designers of typefaces are
computer graphics
specified in typographic sizes
In typography, a typeface is a set of one or 
more fonts, in one or more sizes, designed 
with stylistic unity, each comprising a co-
ordinated set of glyphs. A typeface usually 
comprises an alphabet of letters, numerals, 
and punctuation marks; it may also include 
ideograms and symbols, or consist entirely 
of them, for example, mathematical or map-
making symbols. The term typeface is fre-
quently conflated with font; the two terms 
had more clearly differentiated meanings 
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before the advent of desktop publishing. 
The distinction between font and typeface 
is that a font designates a specific member 
of a type family such as roman, boldface, 
or italic type, while typeface designates a 
consistent visual appearance or style which 
can be a “family” or related set of fonts. For 
example, a given typeface such as Arial may 
include roman, bold, and italic fonts. In the 
metal type era, a font also meant a specific 
point size, but with digital scalable outline 


