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1991, | WAS COMMISSIONED TO DIGITIZE
I N a face called “China” for CHINS

a client. It was a wide, AdABCD
geometric sans serif with a futuristic, EE2fF~GGk
high-tech feel, originally designed LJIKL_LM
for VGC by M. Mitchell and released MNOPP
in 1975. Probably the most famous uv
use of China (with a modified “A” and Y223
“R”) is for the title logo of the Termi- —HSE&P8
nator movie series. It was an inter- SD_-"!E
esting typeface, but had a limited character set (caps
and a few alternates) and only one weight. | also felt
that it had some design problems in the proportions
of certain letters.

| included my digitization of VGC China in my
online portfolio in 2000 and was surprised by the in-
terest it generated. At the time, there was only one
commercially available digitization. But, it was poorly
done and even included some “ringer” characters,
which indicated the source was a pirated film font,
not the original VGC version.

In 2003, | released my own interpretation, which
| called Changeling. | redesigned many of the char-
acters for more even type color. | also added lower-
case-style variants to nearly all the uppercase forms,
for endless “unicase” combinations, alternate for-
ward- and back-slanting characters for A, M, V, and
W, and a more complete character set. | spaced it to
emulate the “tight, but not touching” style of spac-
ing popular in the ’70s. Finally, | created four new
styles—Light, Regular, Stencil, and Inline.

Changeling Neo (2008) builds on this with even
more alternate characters (including a few from VGC
China | had previously left out), extensive language
support, and lots of improvements in fit and finish.
Changeling Neo is available exclusively in the Open-
Type format. Alternate characters are accessed us-
ing OpenType Stylistic Alternates and Stylistic Sets
features. Standard characters that were “hijacked” in
Changeling (to make room for alternate characters)
have been reinstated. Changeling Neo also includes
support for fractions, superscript and subscript, as
well as tabular figures. —MARK SIMONSON

TABULAR FIGURES
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Changeling Neo
was designed by
Mark Simonson
in 2008.
Changeling
was designed by
Mark Simonson
in 2003.
VGC China
was designed by
M. Mitchell
in 1975.
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CHARACTER SET

LATIN CAPITALS
ABCDEFGISHIJKKLMANNNNORPP
OQRRSTUVLNWILANINX XY 925
AAAARABAAANAAAALAALAAL 4NN
ARRKRARRAMAAAAAAAANAAAA
AAAANNKNNNKANNNAE L 2
CCCCCDREEEEEEENGGEGIT
ST KK LU LRINNNOOO
OFOO0OPICERRRRRASSSSST T
T o O T M AVAVAVAVAVA VAV, VI g Ve g 2
ANV Y Y Sy S22 2nb e
LATIN LOWERCASE
abcdeFFghilkkitmnopgrrst
LIVINWINANX KLY/ N Z 3333
T T T Tt e e e ==
eeeeenggaohmimiikk HIPLALLL
T e o = o e =T
g T = o O
VWWWWIAA A A AL SNRNNNRNNLL
LULHUJQQQV\'/\"/VVVQNQZZZ@D
F =

FLOATING ACCENTS

AN OV O

Co

PROPORTIONAL & TABULAR FIGURES
M2345678901 234557830

SUPERSCRIPT & INFERIOR FIGURES

1234567830
1234567830

FRACTIONS

Ve W4 34 / 183456783 0Aagqs57890

CURRENCY & FIGURE-RELATED CHARACTERS
SCEFE T HY Y60

DASHES, DELIMITERS, QUOTES & PUNCTUATION
_———[][]{}/\”J”””“JO(()).J:J'...!.:’i4:"

MATHEMATICAL OPERATORS & MISCELLANEOUS
= XE=NFE LSOOV OS]
MNRABD™ -@xt5d °

LANGUAGES SUPPORTED

English, French, Spanish, Portuguese, Basque,
German, Swedish, Norwegian, Danish, Finnish,
Icelandic, Czech, Polish, Hungarian, Croatian,
Esperanto, Maltese, Turkish, Romanian, and
Albanian.

OPENTYPE FEATURES SUPPORTED

Standard Ligatures, Stylistic Alternates, Stylistic
Sets (14), Class-Based Kerning, Proportional
Lining Figures, Tabular Lining Figures, Fractions,
Superscript, Subscript and Scientific Inferior.
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chaNngeaeling Neo regular
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CHARACTER SET

LATIN CAPITALS
ABCDEFGIHIJKKLMANNNNOPP
QAORRSTUVY NWW \NXXYYZ2S
AAAARAAAAAAAALAALALANN
ARRARRNAAAAAAAANAAAA
AAAANNKNNNKANRRNN 2 L2
CCCCCDDEEEEEEENGGGEIT
SgHHiinNIIKK L LRNNNOOO
ODOA0OGCERRRRRARSSSSSTT T

LATIN LOWERCASE
abcdeFFghijkkilmnopgrrste
UV NW \NXXKU Y N2 aadaa
ﬁéﬁﬁa:ﬂ:&i:ﬂ::ﬁ:t{—f'—[“—'—ﬁ’déé
eaeeenggdohhiigkkaHIPLLLLEL
AN Noo00Og0d0scEr T
FrrssSsssptEEacCcadayac
WWWWIAS A VL NNNNNNNNILL
LTTIUJIUJQQQ\'/\'V\“/J'/VV\'N\HéZZﬁID
I~

FLOATING ACCENTS

ANsAmiov s O

Cr

PROPORTIONAL & TABULAR FIGURES
123456578901 2esdass57890

SUPERSCRIPT & INFERIOR FIGURES

1234562830
1234567830

FRACTIONS
Va V4 34 / 1234567830 azqs57890

CURRENCY & FIGURE-RELATED CHARACTERS
SCEFENTH#Y% %0

DASHES, DELIMITERS, QUOTES & PUNCTUATION

[}, 0w, 1Pie

MATHEMATICAL OPERATORS & MISCELLANEOUS
+=X+=REF S S A VOS]
MRABE™ «@*t:5d °©

LANGUAGES SUPPORTED

English, French, Spanish, Portuguese, Basque,
German, Swedish, Norwegian, Danish, Finnish,
Icelandic, Czech, Polish, Hungarian, Croatian,
Esperanto, Maltese, Turkish, Romanian, and
Albanian.

OPENTYPE FEATURES SUPPORTED

Standard Ligatures, Stylistic Alternates, Stylistic
Sets (14), Class-Based Kerning, Proportional
Lining Figures, Tabular Lining Figures, Fractions,
Superscript, Subscript and Scientific Inferior.
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chaNngeling Neo boud
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CHARACTER SET

LATIN CAPITALS
ABCDEFGSHIJKKLMAAMVNN\NOPP
QAORRSTUVINWWMNIXXYJ=26

£ x» A o~y O o w z ZZLﬁ 0 = w E\B\
ARRRARRMAAAAAAAANAAAA
AAAANRRKNNARNARRN = acs
cCEcecDpEEEEEEENGGEET
STHHIljilIIKK A LLELRNNNGOOO
OO0 SCERRRARRRSSSSSTTT
UOU OOOUyOOWWWWWWA VWA
VNNV Y Yagu2S2pbe
LATIN LOWERCASE
abcdesFghijkkilmnopgrrste
UVINNWNANNDXXXU YV 2 Saaa
ddadg=m=esss=cccccddés
eéeaenggaahiimijikckHIPLLLLE
AARNANooooozodosc2rrr
FrissSssSptEEdnttadidgad
WWWWIAV A A NNNANNNNILL
LFILL:GUQQQVWVW\'N\‘léééﬁb
FlF

FLOATING ACCENTS

ANsrmwmnwv e Om

Cry

PROPORTIONAL & TABULAR FIGURES
1245678901 2esass>8380

SUPERSCRIPT & INFERIOR FIGURES

1234567890
1234562890

FRACTIONS
Ve 14 34 / 1238494567890 aaqss>2890

CURRENCY & FIGURE-RELATED CHARACTERS
SCEFEVYEH#%%0

DASHES, DELIMITERS, QUOTES & PUNCTUATION

I A x5 i

MATHEMATICAL OPERATORS & MISCELLANEOUS
+=X =R O A OVIIOSTT
MSROCE™ sa* 1S ©

LANGUAGES SUPPORTED

English, French, Spanish, Portuguese, Basque,
German, Swedish, Norwegian, Danish, Finnish,
Icelandic, Czech, Polish, Hungarian, Croatian,
Esperanto, Maltese, Turkish, Romanian, and
Albanian.

OPENTYPE FEATURES SUPPORTED

Standard Ligatures, Stylistic Alternates, Stylistic
Sets (14), Class-Based Kerning, Proportional
Lining Figures, Tabular Lining Figures, Fractions,
Superscript, Subscript and Scientific Inferior.
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chanNngeling Neo sEencil
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CHARACTER SET

LATIN CAPITALS
ABCDEFGIHIJIKKLMAAMNN\NORPP
QORRSTUVINIWWMNIXXYEE2sS

£ x» A o~y O o w z ZZL& 0 = w ﬁ\ﬁ\
ARRRARRMAAAAAAAANAAAA
AAAANNKNNRNRNRNRNN = A2m 4
CECEcDPpEEEEEEENGGEEIT
Sl I LLELRNNNGOOO
ODOOOSCERRRRRRSSSSSTT T
UOU OOOOyOOWWWWWWA VWA
VWY Y Yagsi2S2pee
LATIN LOWERCASE
abcdesFghijkkilmnoparrsie
UVINNWWNANNXXKXKL YV 2 @aadaa
ddadgeeses=s=cEcEccldéd
éééaeengdgdgghiimijikkHIPLLLLE
AARNANoooooz0doSo2rrr
FrissSssSeEiEdnidadiigad
WWWWIAV A A NNNANNNNILL
Wi angggyyyyyy NN N=2220p
=il

FLOATING ACCENTS

ANsrmunwv e Om

Cry

PROPORTIONAL & TABULAR FIGURES
125678901 2esas56>2890

SUPERSCRIPT & INFERIOR FIGURES

1234567890
12345627890

FRACTIONS
Ve Ve 34 / 12389567890 ieas57a00

CURRENCY & FIGURE-RELATED CHARACTERS
SCLESFSEYE#% %0

DASHES, DELIMITERS, QUOTES & PUNCTUATION

I x5 i

MATHEMATICAL OPERATORS & MISCELLANEOUS
+=X =R O A OVIIOSTT
MSRATE™ sa* 1S ©

LANGUAGES SUPPORTED

English, French, Spanish, Portuguese, Basque,
German, Swedish, Norwegian, Danish, Finnish,
Icelandic, Czech, Polish, Hungarian, Croatian,
Esperanto, Maltese, Turkish, Romanian, and
Albanian.

OPENTYPE FEATURES SUPPORTED

Standard Ligatures, Stylistic Alternates, Stylistic
Sets (14), Class-Based Kerning, Proportional
Lining Figures, Tabular Lining Figures, Fractions,
Superscript, Subscript and Scientific Inferior.
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CHARACTER SET

LATIN CAPITALS
ABCDEFGIHIUKKLMAINNNOPEP
AORRSTUVINWINW \NXXK Y D26
AAASRABBSAALADLAAALANN
AAAAANNNNKNARNNN 2= 4= 2 4o
CCCCCDDEEEEEEENGCEESEY
Sk i e LU LNINNNSOO
OZo0OgC=RRRRRRSSSSST T T
T\ VA VAVIVAVAVAY V7 g Vg Vg

WA NNNNNINNYY Y Y Sg G 222Bise

LATIN LOWERCASE
abcdessghiikkilmnopgrrst
UV NWINANNCKUNY/ L N2 2aaa
daada====s==s=ccctcd dées
eeeeengggghitiiicHP-LILek
g e =
FrrssSssspERECUCICTICIUCIC)
T A 2N
=il

FLOATING ACCENTS

ANsAONY O

Gy

PROPORTIONAL & TABULAR FIGURES
TIREBLEET7E8E0 1 esase>8S

SUPERSCRIPT & INFERIOR FIGURES

12345678390
1234567890

FRACTIONS
lala 34 / 18394567830 iamassres0
CURRENCY & FIGURE-RELATED CHARACTERS

SCEFEMLETH%%0

DASHES, DELIMITERS, QUOTES & PUNCTUATION
===@HM} N, OO,

_ i

MATHEMATICAL OPERATORS & MISCELLANEOUS
FE=AEHE T A OVLIOSTT
FROEE™ o@st18e ©

LANGUAGES SUPPORTED

English, French, Spanish, Portuguese, Basque,
German, Swedish, Norwegian, Danish, Finnish,
Icelandic, Czech, Polish, Hungarian, Croatian,
Esperanto, Maltese, Turkish, Romanian, and
Albanian.

OPENTYPE FEATURES SUPPORTED

Standard Ligatures, Stylistic Alternates, Stylistic
Sets (14), Class-Based Kerning, Proportional
Lining Figures, Tabular Lining Figures, Fractions,
Superscript, Subscript and Scientific Inferior.
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chanNngeling Neo usage examples

Ehe lathe oF heaven
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